IN  THE  MATTER  of  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  1961-62 

AND  IN  THE  MATTER  of  the  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Byron  Plummer 
of  Toronto,  Ontario,  that  he  was  denied  the  rental  of  living 
accommodations  because  of  his  race  and  colour  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Abramowicz  of  Toronto,  Ontario. 

REPORT 

Pursuant  to  my  appointment  by  the  Honourable  Gordon  Carton,  Q.C., 
the  Minister  of  Labour,  as  a  Board  of  Inquiry  under  The  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code,  1961-62,  I  presided  at  a  hearing,  on  April  15,  1971  at  the 
Old  City  Hall  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  to  enquire  into  the  complaint  made 
by  Mr.  Plummer.    Mr.  S.  Goldenberg  and  Mr.  D.  K.  Gray  appeared  for  The 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  and  Mr.  Plummer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abramowicz 
were  represented  by  Mr.  W.  J.  McLeod.    At  the  conclusion  of  the  evidence 
of  the  witnesses  called  in  support  of  the  complainant's  case,  the  respondent 
Mr.  George  Abramowicz  was  called  and  examined  in  chief  by  his  counsel, 
Mr.  McLeod.    During  Mr.  Abramowicz *s  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Goldenberg, 
I  formed  the  impression  that  the  respondents  were,  in  fact,  not  unsympathetic 
to  the  policy  and  philosophy  of  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  1961-62,  and 
that  it  may  have  been  a  personality  conflict  between  the  complainant  and  the 
respondents  which  brought  about  the  respondents'  acts  giving  rise  to  the 
complaint.    I  thereupon  asked  the  parties  if  it  might  not  be  helpful  for 
me  to  call  a  recess  in  the  hearing  to  permit  the  parties  and  their  counsel 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  a  view  to  resolving  the  issue  among  themselves 
to  their  mutual  satisfaction.    When  they  readily  assented  to  this  course 
of  action,  the  hearing  was  recessed  and  negotiations  were  entered  into  by 
the  parties.    In  due  course,  I  was  advised  that  the  parties  were  prepared 
to  make  an  announcement  about  the  result  of  these  negotiations.  Accordingly, 
I  caused  the  hearing  to  be  resumed,  whereupon  counsel  reported  to  me  that 
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the  parties  had  indeed  resolved  the  matter  and  had  entered  into  a  written 
agreement  providing  for  the  resolution  of  the  matter  in  a  manner  which 
they  found  satisfacoty.    The  agreement  was  read  and  filed  with  me.  I 
attach  the  agreement  hereto  so  that  it  may  form  part  of  my  report.  I 
indicated  to  the  parties,  and  I  reaffirm  now,  that  it  was  my  opinion  that 
the  agreement  was  an  eminently  reasonable  resolution  of  the  matter  both 
as  regards  the  interests  of  the  parties  and  the  interest  of  the  public. 

With  the  submission  of  this  report  and  the  accompanying  Agreement, 
I  recommend  that  no  further  action  be  taken  with  respect  to  the  complaint, 
except  for  such  steps  as  may  be  required  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Agreement. 

ALL  OF  WHICH  IS  RESPECTFULLY  SUBMITTED. 

DATED  at  London  this  7th  day  of  May  1971. 
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